ENVR 124:01
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Spring 2009
MWF 10:30-11:20, Newton 209
Instructor: David Robertson

Office: Fraser 105D 

Office Hours: MF 1:30-2:45, R 12:45-2:00, or appointment
Phone: 245-5461. E-mail: robertsd@geneseo.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION

We live in an era of unprecedented environmental change.  Although humans have long altered the landscapes in which they live, industrialization, economic development, and population growth have increased our ability to alter the environment and amplified the scope and severity of our impacts.  So great is the human impact, that environmental issues have, in the last few decades, become central societal concerns.  One of the most important questions of our time is can the environment sustain the consumptive lifestyle that we desire, or is it time to search for more sustainable ways to live?

This course provides an interdisciplinary introduction to environmental issues.  Drawing on a range of disciplines, we will study the complexity of the human-environment relationship.  We will look at the adverse effects of human activity on the environment, and the challenges faced in attempting to rectify environmental problems.  Topics investigated include: the root causes of environmental problems including global population growth, industrialization, and economic development; the environmental impacts of natural resource use (agriculture, water, minerals); energy use and climate change; and solid and hazardous waste issues.
INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will: gain an understanding of the complex causes of environmental problems.


- understand that solutions to environmental problems are equally complex.

- learn to understand that government agencies, industries, and special interest groups hold differing agendas in regards to  
environmental issues.  


- develop critical thinking skills to evaluate the causes of environmental problems and proposed solutions so they can make 
informed decisions. 


- learn that they can make changes in their personal behavior that are of important and lasting benefit to the 
environment. 

SOCIAL SCIENCE CORE 

This course fulfills one course in the social science general education requirements.  The guidelines for the social science core courses stress the development of the following characteristics of a responsible member of society:


1. an acquaintance with major empirical, analytical, or theoretical approaches to human behavior, institutions or culture;


2. an acquaintance with social, economic, political, or moral alternatives;


3. an acquaintance with major problems, issues, institutions, practices or trends in the social world;


4. a capacity to express ideas clearly, coherently and grammatically in written form as one component of the evaluation process. This 
written work must total at least 1500 words, at least half of which must be prepared outside of class.

TEXTBOOKS
· Miller, G. Tyler. 2007. Living in the Environment: Principles, Connections, and Solutions. 15th Ed., Brooks/Cole Publishing Company: Albany, New York
· Robertson, David. 2006. Hard as the Rock Itself. University Press of Colorado: Boulder.
EVALUATION

Midterm Exam 1



25%





Midterm Exam
2


30%
(note that this exam is the most heavily weighted of the semester)


Final Exam



25%




Case Study Report


20%



Environmental Outreach Reports

extra credit



Exams: There will be two midterm exams and one final exam. Exams will be comprised of multiple choice style questions.  Exams are not cumulative. Questions will be drawn from lecture material and homework assignments.

Case Study Report: You will produce a 6 to 8 page, written final report based on readings and research on an environmental case study. This semester we will be investigating the defunct mining community of Picher, Oklahoma, one of the nation’s oldest Superfund sites. You will be assigned readings from Robertson’s Hard as the Rock Itself for this project. An assignment sheet will be distributed later in the semester.
Environmental Outreach Reports (optional): Over the course of the semester, you have the option to complete a maximum of four Environmental Outreach Reports. These are optional and credit earned is added as a bonus to your final grade percentage.  Each adequately completed report earns you a 1.25% final grade bonus. You can earn a maximum 5 % final grade bonus, half a letter grade, by completing four Environmental Outreach Reports. Guidelines will be provided.
Homework Assignments (ungraded): homework assignments based on readings from Miller’s Living in the Environment will be assigned throughout the semester.  Although they will not be collected, graded, or discussed in class, material covered in homework assignments will appear on Midterm and Final Exams. You may expect that 10 to 20% of exam questions will be drawn from homework assignments. Please utilize your instructor’s office hours if you would like assistance with homework assignments—I am glad to discuss this material with you one on one, or if demand warrants, in small groups. Homework assignments are posted on your myCourses webpage.
GRADING

The plus/minus letter grade option will be used. You will receive a percent score for all exams and your media assignment.  At the end of the semester these will be weighted, averaged, and rounded-off to the nearest whole number.  Optional Environmental Outreach Report grade bonuses will then be added to this total to reach your final percentage score.  Grades will not be curved.  Extra-credit assignments will not be offered.  Your final letter grade will be assigned on the following basis:
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93%>
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77-79%
A-
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C
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C-

70-72%
B

83-86%

D

60-69%
B-

80-82%

E

59%<

ATTENDANCE, MISSED EXAMS, LATE PROJECTS, ETC.

In order to do well in this course you must attend regularly.  Lectures will contain important material that is not available in your textbooks.  Likewise, the textbook contains information that you are not required to know. As a rule, use your textbook to supplement lecture material—it is not a substitute for lectures. 

Makeup exams and assignment due date extensions will be given only in extreme situations (i.e. illness, death in family, personal mishap) and will not be considered unless the instructor is alerted to your problem at the first reasonable opportunity.  If you miss an exam due to health problems you must visit your physician and confirm your illness. If you arrive late to an exam, you may be denied the opportunity to take it if other students have already vacated the room. 
Grade changes and other requests will not be considered for students who fail to pick-up graded exams and assignments, or discuss them with me, within a reasonable time period. Late assignments will be penalized 10% per day. Copied or plagiarized assignments will receive at automatic zero.
DISSABILITYACCOMMODATIONS
SUNY Geneseo will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented physical, emotional or cognitive disabilities. Students should contact the Director in the Office of Disability Services (Tabitha Buggie-Hunt, 106A Erwin) and their faculty to discuss needed accommodations as early as possible in the semester.

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE AND READINGS
January

21
Course Orientation, Environmental Problems and Solutions (Miller Ch. 1, pp. 6-21)

23
“
26
“
28
Food Resources (Miller Ch. 13, pp. 270-280, 283-290, 301-303) 
30
“
February

2
“
4
“
6
Water Resources (Miller Ch. 14, pp. 70-72, 305-328, 332-333, 494-496)
9
“
11
“
13
“
16
“
18
“
20
Midterm Exam1 

23
Nonrenewable Energy Resources (Miller Ch. 16, pp. 355-382, 441-444)
25
“
27
“
March
2
“
4
“
6
“
9
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Resources (Miller Ch. 17, pp. 384-416)
11
“
13
“
16-20
Spring Break-no class
23
TBA
25
TBA
27
“
30
“
April

1
“
3
Midterm Exam 2 
6
Climate Change (Miller Ch. 20 pp. 464-485, and 73-74, 104) “
8
“
10
“
13
 “
15
 “
17
TBA
20
Mineral Resources (Miller Ch. 15, pp. 340-353) 
22
“
24
“
27
“ 
29
Solid and Hazardous Wastes (Miller Ch. 22, pp. 518-540) 
May

1
“
4
“ Case Study Report Due   
12
 Final Exam (8:00-11:00)

4
1

